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WITH THE MISCONCEPTIONS ASSOCIATED WITH BEING MUSLIM, THREE
SENIORS SHOW WHAT IS REALLY BEHIND HUIB AND THE TRUTH

was not forced to wear it, itis
my choice to wear it,” Senior
Tanzcem Malek said. “Some
people think that they will wear
T dy. When
about their

Malck is referring to a hijib, or head
scarf, that is a component of her Mus
lim religion. While
portrayed as being mi
sexist, Malek said hijibs show devo-
tion to religion and are wom entirely
by choice. It is what is behind the hijib
that matters, mosality and mx wdesty

When Malek began weaning
higib her junior year, she said &
worned people’s perception of hel
would chan, H , most people
at BVNW were accepting and re
nized her even with her hjib,

While Malek said she is a hi
someone who wears a '\mv other
Muslim Wl\m_wb kes, cov

Weve

tre bodies and

ver their eves with

abric, and other girls
not even wear hijibs. According

to Malek, the decision depends on

s diffcrent interpret,
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the Quran, or holy book.
Seriior Nadia Nawabf said she du\‘\
not wear the hijib because sl
:aming more about her religion.
Hijib comes from the heart and havi
respect for oneself, and Nawabi said
5 not necessarily just-a head covering,

Nawabi said s have mx.-vunn
in your heart to be modest 2 not
do bad things; then you're 1||bx,
whether you have the head covering
ornob. | do [consider myself a hijib]
Although I don't eaver my hair and
most people would tell me I'm wrong,
I still foel [I'm & hipbe |

Nawabi said she shows the same
modesty and character as other Mus
Iim women who wear a hijib. She still
wears long-sleeves and long pantsto
demonstrate her devotion to piety.

[Being Muslim is) more than just

covering your hair ... it’s a way of life,
abisaid. “It's being just a good
son and seeing life and embracing
and not see 1n), \h.xllum.u but
opportunities in life

Other than wearing a hijib, Malek
sald being a Muslim does not really
impact her daily life. She admits,

[ .

however, that her life would be dif-

et if she was still living in India

k said she feels less self-con-

scious if she wears American clothes;,

even though she would normally

¢ traditional Indian attire. Malek's

that Malek

is very confident in her religion
\M'.mrlk a hijab comes from your

1 you're not forced or an

Shaheen said. “You submit

n and God and

you want to do anything for that god

You show your modesty, and cover

vourself, which is recommended for

Islam. She decided on her own to do

that. She is bappy doing it.”

Malek said the hijib is a positive
thing in her life. Itis part of her iden-
tity, and makes her hkm she is: Even
so, Malek’s religion comes with some
restrictions
e limitations extend beyond the
daily wardrobe. According to Malek,
she 15 not allowed to be in the same
a.boy alone or have any
! ot with the opposite sex.
Sometimes, Malek said this cannot be
averded because of a school activ
this instance, it i tolerated.
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