simply
better.

the winning entries

from the kspa state contest
lawrence, kansas

may 2014

2014 SWEEPSTAKES WINNERS

* O6A champion: Lawrence High School

e 5A champion: Mill Valley High School

e 4A champion: Bonner Springs High School
e 3A champion: Humboldt High School

e 2A champion: Canton-Galva High School

e 1A champion: Doniphan West High School

Please note that judges’ comments are provided when
possible. The comments apply to the category overall, and not
necessarily the winning entry that is showcased on the page.

Please excuse any mistakes in spelling or accuracy of winners.



1A/23A Copy Editing

the winning entry
Jessica Lewis of
Burlingame High School

Comments from the Judges:

STRENGTHS

e Caught almost all the
picky stuff

¢ Asked good questions
about missing info

¢ Took out opinion and
redundancies

WEAKNESSES

*  Mishandled quotes

*  Poor punctuation

* Left in extra words and
opinionated statements

yYAVIOlA
Ed it ng, page2
1t
{1 Call it the day the sugar dybd P f'“‘T-H_ e

At Iasa nrghtg meeing, |n.ras pmp;-sed by-the @ﬁ-memher Clinton Board of Educmmn that nearly all foods hegh in

i T T 2 ot Y \
sugar, -:a,_llmes(ﬂr cafeine be ellmnnatedﬂ from the ﬂ'alls of Sunflower High, - o

Cangdan ! e L
Under the policy, french fries and u:a'gmdreh bacon would only be sckd wilth grilked ﬁnmﬂbﬁﬁh and popgand dp—
oAl
@ﬁ,ﬁ.ﬁm be sold at all underthe pahcp"bqgefs mﬁw—wﬁmﬂw
AJE WY L]

Board gmmnl, Allan Slegel; said the man-gt wefe necessary necRsSITY because guq.r wiibed h:rmm that all
bie arp
g T il
e

students uaipq-ariy.,;
I really a matter of I1m|tl1':..5|&gur saicd, "W want lo ﬁpﬂﬂudﬂn'ﬁ vt&y&m&ltﬂ and they can't succeed if they eat
A emach junk ¥ W Teachers and sudents have their own wm_,and Pm:}]}'l’lu el ioeEE on how [o-deat with these .m.raﬂ'arg.r
i I"'""""“':I by pessl kle "-n!.'-'&"f.n Fatserbt o £a Ve
hagsh gu.-;mn:ms They alsgl.'.- that f the. nutrtion policy yas past i weld take maney from differant ) sk ) o

ilas e

s} g =T ES

-dapls.'andi aldnﬁlms :Iﬂ.‘ll.ll!d the st:huo1;and ﬂwnuld alsl:r alsupg;-t force students to go somewhere elsa to get ihere snacks,,
ar 1o bring such ahfftmn'nm snacks lo sdmulmﬁ hib}'dur‘rua to school with-them:

“The new policy is really going to hurt the other school l:lapartrmn'l'; and lheqr are g-}ing o need to find new ways

e Jorkt WA e | r,l'

1o make money, sahdMHna Schnmdor{eachar and student council sp-c-nscujlgaﬂ f
T o et TR

Whati the pcunlg' said sentor Billy Wellman., *We'll just bring whatever we want from hnma any way ""'*"."_ ""?"f,',';""“j
il L Ly al- = Y {'.‘-'.-:.i'l
s - eyt s ol ¢
Bﬂt?mlnkﬁ the distric! should help maintain-— 2 i o r' ey e T
T e O O ke SUaT A "
S T — 0\ ity ARLY i ot LAy
stuujant*_s’phyﬁmal ,E'IZ'.PM'[]' by makmgm?m physical education - sl WS ZJITeoU GO s
<% I g =y e W (X . /
-classes more available, “How hardis TG igore oot ?" W

) = roe *f'-
Memill F'erlman director of food services said that both higf and the gssistidirector were looking for ﬁ\d e Ioo-:!s

that would stafisfy both swdentjwants and sln the proposed nutrition policy. Periman said that the cafemna znrem:.r bad
TP WA ¥ I =T, A
baked chips that have !gss cé'lurses but lhe:.r don't Sﬁuiilﬂ po-w She also said they were thinking about mhung m,a pnr.a a'r
french fries. A _'w o) g ke R .
e "’r:-l'-c, .I-i,:-'h :'\J'_'. __.-_f..- ) :
Barb Mathews-Bowen thinks that is nnt the ngrh way 1o auda:lress the obasity problem for for students™ Students il
il b ey "
will j'us-t bary things from the closety stofes ll‘.at SEHS- Ihlngs 1h-eyyﬂ'\t‘!|:r eat,” Malhman 5a|d Mamews-Elmen F ,{ I
&MY - g et L2l ’1'.Err Pl
Ms parents noeds 1o force students to eng,ag& in mare physical activity uumld&cfi's_hu-ul i W e =

The board will make a final decision on the pmﬁnﬁ%.plaa at Haéirnext meelinahlan:h 1-11..,20-711;.32_'

w

page 2 :: simply better :: 2014 kspa state contest winning entries



3A/4A Copy Editing -

L I L LG4 Kelsea Burns of DeSoto
Edll‘tng. page2 {4 r RO N * : 14U 'Zf High School

Comments from the Judges:

Caltitthe day the-sugardysd i ; . . STRENGTHS
A i i e Opinions removed -
Al iasimgms—mea:mg-rrrfvas pmp-us.ed by Lhe.ﬁan.memhe‘t C|II'II:DI'I Board of Educati ||:m lhat I'M!Hl‘h" a1| foods high in example: “extremely
sugar, calk:-rlas:ﬂrmtl;lneba sliminated f from the Halls of Sunfiower ngh" P 72 e harsh” g‘qldehnes
s ¢ Punctuation and gram-
B Unden Ire fries and mnmyn bacon would only be sold with grilled s-and'-wbchEE,Lmdlpop and do- mar errors were consis-
'y . bnel) e "Ha - tently and accurately
._ﬁ:f nuts] cannofbe Fall under the nohcg: nagem onulrl-«ﬁ!“be sold; 5o wnuhﬂ' ferwr- fat Yﬂgﬂrt i addressed - especially
o I b .
L Board president Jalkan ﬁ;crgge; :-Blﬂ the change -mre’ NEcessary necessary benause Aharwanbed Lfvjn}ure 1hat all iﬂln?’r eI’IZ‘OI’s - gxa,mple:
4,1'\*»'”"’ she” vs. “her” in 3rd

students eat Nﬂfh‘- : paragraph from end
¢ More “active voice” - ex-
: i N ; ample: reworded 1st full
to, much junk.” [kleachefs and sudents have their cwn views and-thoughts and ideat on how-to-deal mhmmmvmaﬂl paragraph

¢ Concise-removed ex-
/ traneous words-revised

o &
“Its really @ matter of health’ |Siegel said, “VWe wan! o sea'students succeed, and they can't succeed if they BH!_\

hafsri’guuumlnes They allege that if the r'utrrtﬂ;-n pcllcy was pasHt w-::uh:L take money from differant

AL * R

depts: and activiies around the school.and” Jeveseil aleesalws just Torcs students 1o go somewhers else to get there Snacks with more impacting
choices
or o bring sum-aforemmned snacks o schoolwhen they.come-io-schoolwith.them?
e - WEAKNESSES
“The new pobcy % real ing 1o hurt the other school depariment’s and they are going to need o find new ways K .
i ¥ g_ﬂ_g * Didn’t catch basic gram-
to make money.,” said .P-rlen& Smneﬂerteacher and student council sponson said~ mar/spelling errors

¢ Did not use editing sym-

“ What's the p@m!*ssa..d@enmr Billy Wellman, “We'll just bring whatever we want from home any way. bols consistently

s o
Billy thinks the district should help maintain — ¢ Was not thorough
| e e o e * Didn’t take advantage of
“student’s physicalactivtyby making more physical education — opportunities to edit for
2 greater readability and

classes mond avaitable. “How tard s thatte-figere-out?” e - £ .
- Lt . SR TR gl impact

Memll Perman mrumr of food servicessald that both-heérand the assist mectur wene logking for find New foods

that would Eta‘hs-fy bath. sh:dent,wm Bnd-alo the proposed nutrition policy. Periman sald that the cafeterta already had
baked chips that hauﬁ:iai'.;cahneﬁ__i‘.\ut they dor't sel e good She alsqks-aid thay were thinking anwt'uu;g'»the price of
french fries. el ROV o
= Wias 6 Thed i e Y

Barb Mathews-Bowsf thinks that is ot the right way to address the obesity protlem fof for students. “Students o
Wil Jus by thinigs from: the Cose by etives m;:t:‘gaﬂs"fhings they writ to eat.” Mathews-Bowen said. Mathews-Bowsn S0\ .
thinks parents needs ta force students ta angage in mora physical activity outside-oschoal.

The board will make a final decision on the proposed plan at thedr Tt meerjn;j March 14, 2014.

simply better :: 2014 kspa state contest winning entries :: page 3



SA/6A Copy Editing

the winning entry

Andie Beene of Olathe

South High School

Comments from the Judges:

STRENGTHS

Good grasp of sentence
construction and punc-
tuation

Ability to spot holes or
problems

Ability to think criti-
cally about content and
meaning

WEAKNESSES

page 4 :

Inadequate understand-
ing of grammar, style and
punctuation

Need to question content
more thoroughly

A tendency to insert ma-
terial into quotes

Failure to tighten writ-
ing
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1A / zA Newspaper Sports Writing

the winning entry
A [ le Caleb Hendricks of Sterling
: High School

Comments from the Judges:

STRENGTHS

e Stronger, more meaning-
ful leads
¢ More interesting word
Vi e { / . choice
W AN e Greater creativity in
2 ] e : writing

WEAKNESSES

* They showed almost no
knowledge of quote style
the weakest seemed
opinionated/editorial-
ized

simply better :: 2014 kspa state contest winning entries :: page 5



3A /4A Newspaper Sports Writing

the winning entry ~
Lexie Wasinger of Thomas ! "Q{-.h\
More Prep Marian High | i1 LA |
School | y ;

._-TI._,

Comments from the Judges:

STRENGTHS
*  Got right to the point
about the proposed con-
ference changes ' L) o
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3A/4A Sports Writing, cont.
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SA/6A Newspaper Sports Writing

the winning entry
Marieah Campbell of
Shawnee Mission West
High School

_ “ i Ale Weadowlorie eagnie
Comments from the Judges: .f-f:.

STRENGTHS . v
+  Stronglead ' / Jipes
*  Reason for the change | S -
¢ Proper use of quotes

¢ Short paragraphs

¢ Qutcome is clear

WEAKNESSES
¢ Weak lead
¢ Put everything (quotes,
every aspect of story) in
the article ?

e Spelling | \ i

¢ Incorrect grammar : _ |

¢ Incorrect informa- 1 P )." C
tion
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S5A/6A News Sports Writing, cont.
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1A /23A Editorial Cartoon
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the senior Concert and
Perhaps  rext year
Come UP with a

S (T e o try |
Ne aus
3 aomn Next Year

a riget of 9“35“’5@ £or
Sorme Studan+S.

IH

} lAnd Thavre Gone )

_ e

the winning entry
Braden Grossman of Troy High School
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3A/4A Editorial Cartoon

|l\\
I| % " /.__
\
o W S
|
0 N b
¥ u
N, o
— . b T A

- ” NN N Wy
| 4 e . .
| Time k. \\ < il '%\ g
} r ot g WY Et
P4 _ ,,2:\/-‘ _)1"\“1;-.3 s T WA
J,f [4 'T':n:n—'—-'
e \‘Mm-\.rt Ly .'E._. E :
7 Tl II ;\;‘\."n" | m{l?"
/ | g
- — "'._ "-_‘I'.lr’l-.r'f ) III'
\.__ "I%j_;‘ _,-"f
3 | &,
= p
the winning entry Comments from the Judges:

Isabella Footh of Phillipsburg High School
STRENGTHS
¢ Followed the assignment’s instructions

¢ Went beyond simply re-stating the story, had a message

or commentary
* Better composition
¢ Better illustration quality

WEAKNESSES
¢ Didn’t follow instructions

* Tried to illustrate the story literally without any creative

angle or message

* Some were to sketch-like, as if not worked on beyond

draft stage
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SA/6A Editorial Cartoon
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the winning entry
Alex Delker of Olathe South High School
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1A /2A Yearbook Copy Writing

By

the winning entry
Sarah Mick of Ellis High
School

Comments from the Judges:

STRENGTHS

¢ Interesting leads that
really drew me into the
story

* Endings that displayed
proud feelings towards
DECA

* QGreat use of sources,
quotes and information

¢ Good knowledge of AP
style

WEAKNESSES
iy e Lack of sources and
) quotes
* Hard to read/follow
paragraphs
Generic, repetitive leads,
not following AP style

B .

U OF LN
4
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3A/4A Yearbook Copy Writing

the winning entry
Katie Lair of Chanute High
School

Comments from the Judges:

STRENGTHS
They led with the nation-
al award
They interspersed quota-
tions and descriptions

WEAKNESSES

* They were good - but
they seemed like en-
cyclopedia entries on
DECA. They listed facts
rather than creating a
story
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3A /4A Yearbook Copy, cont.
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S5A/6A Yearbook Copy ertmg

the winning entry - . : =
Sarah Neel of Blue Valley ! L‘» pnd e, winnee of Gut s Ancing, DECA Chepttr
Northwest High School B

Comments from the Judges: L A, Daehion (5

STRENGTHS Wi Hhis awteded 3
* Good organization, use of |
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S5A/6A Yearbook Copy, cont.
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1A /2A Feature Writing

the winning entry
Heidee Prosser of Kiowa,
High School

Comments from the Judges:

STRENGTHS s

* They consistently {
brought the focus to SHS | p
(Sunflower High) in the ! =
story

* They creatively used the 1.
lead to grab the reader’s . : e _
attention, and don’t cut p ¥ |
and paste information '
word-for-word from the 3
“background” section : \ ! B

WEAKNESSES
o Little style, grammar,
spelling, etc., mistakes
* Lack of a focus on SHS f
¢ Organizational issues LAYHEAR A
¢ Incorrect facts, editori-
alizing
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1A/2A Feature Writing, cont.

2.
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3A/4A Feature Writing

the winning entry
Meredith Bartley of Rose ; P
Hill aucliedy ey

Comments from the Judges:

STRENGTHS S BTy Lt
e Strong lead: establish- Lt
ing Who, What, When,
Where, and Why
e Some creativity in pre-

senting info

* Strong informational
paragraphs”

¢ Logical flow of informa-
tion

¢ Good grammar-punctua-
tion-spelling ] iyl

WEAKNESSES

¢ Week leads - not present-
ing the facts correctly

¢ Poor grammar-punctua-
tion-spelling

¢ Disorganized/illogical
flow

* Editorialize
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3A/4A Feature Writing
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SA/6A Feature Writing

the winning entry
Zia Kelly of Lawrence High
School

1CTA
Yont \ot Hue g -pawes, Woir oo ud - hort Sids

Comments from the Judges:

STRENGTHS

fool Dpo-Wigh SCagol Ui dgad 0> (e an e

rroseonuretesca i\ iy A Vs e on UL oitbel il of
the reader to be interest- | Ao _
e rador vo nomterest: OO0 GUnpasni™.
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spelling, grammar
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demic, or took too long
to get into the story

¢ Too many “to be” verbs

or sentences starting
“There is” or “There
a're ”
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5A/6A Feature Writing
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1A/2A News Writing

the winning entry
Kori Meyer of Onaga High
School

Comments from the Judges:

STRENGTHS

¢ Strong leads that imme-
diately told the cancella-
tion news (of a ’5-year
tradition)

¢ Good Organization that
grouped: 1-the multiple
reasons for the cancel-
lation and 2-the various
reactions to it, sup-
ported by appropriate
quotes.

WEAKNESSES

¢ Buried the cancellation
news deeper in the story

¢ Misspellings and weak
grammar and punctua-
tion

¢ Long paragraphs

¢ Some school boosterism
(editorializing)
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3A/4A News Writing

the winning entry

Shelby Mata of Bonner

Springs High School

Comments from the Judges:

STRENGTHS

Led with cancelling “25-
year tradition” in first
paragraph

Followed soon with
official statement from
administration

Did not confuse sources’
positions; For example,
staff quotes were not
attributed as adminis-
tration comments
Placed context (what
was provided) around
and after quotes

WEAKNESSES

Met few or any of above
standards

Attributed opinions to
sources that might not
be theirs and were not
documented

Were either too PR-esque
in explaining adminis-
tration decision, or too
critical

Wrong information or
assumptions reported as
facts
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3A/4A News Writing
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SA/6A News Writing

the winning entry
Hannah Schroeder of
Salina Central High
School

Comments from the Judges:

STRENGTHS
¢ Strong organization and
structure

¢ FEasy to read and follow

WEAKNESSES

¢ Poor grammar and punc-
tuation, organization
and generally lacked
understanding of News
Writing
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SA/6A News Writing, cont.
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SA/6A News Writing, cont.
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1A /2A Cutline Writing

the winning entry
Breanna Meier of Lincoln
High School

Comments from the Judges:

STRENGTHS
¢ Present tense
¢ Stuck to the facts

WEAKNESSES

¢ Made assumptions

e Spelling errors of names

¢ Didn’t use quotes or
weren’t appropriately
selective of quotes

art P
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3A/4A Cutline Writing

the winning entry

Abby Liudahl of Chanute

High School

Comments from the Judges:

STRENGTHS

Fluidity, proper punctua-
tion, creativity

Active voice was great in
Strongest. Also, quotes
had nice introductions

WEAKNESSES

T8 Cal N SO
JMackenz ie sald

Passive voice

Lack of fluidity
Spelling errors
Incorrect use of words.
Made up words.
Improper punctuation
Dialogue tags
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SA/6A Cutline Writing

the winning entry
Megan Curry of Andover £orund
High School SOONOMADS. NS YVONSKEGh USROS naiviieis

RO ANE CONE OVtSETED N Aot L we e
QAN ANDEAYS - SIWATAOMEN VAL SO et ALY

Comments from the Judges:

STRENGTHS WORENS 0 RN BVST WD O STHSE. A aadl \ave

: ‘Srﬂnp_le,gcomflete writing PRI B SUATRAGWILN. BN, TAC WaS e SO

. arying sentence struc- W
ture NRGRONAL WO WS SOACH:

WEAKNESSES

* Misspelled “Jaimie” TSy

" Justrepeated info pre- TAVAGE TN, ARMNS CONOSUMMA OIAQS 0L %) QD0

«  Didn’t include de- WD RESE A t’a,mﬂtmf\ﬂx NL Q\T"\ \aneRy 0%
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VL DOV
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1A /2A Editorial Writing

the winning entry
Ashley Tubach of Chase
County Junior/Senior
High School

Comments from the Judges:

STRENGTHS
¢ Lead with use of advoca-
cy “voice”

¢ Well written with alter-
native solutions present-
ed

WEAKNESSES
¢ Lack of clarity
. ! 1 A 8 Pl e Overly passionate/per-
: sonal
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3A/4A Editorial

the winning ent:
eo‘:/vrg:lnTlgep?lr;:oyf Thomas ' m Cﬂw ﬂ{ {[dﬂl B 3!&;{& Ju«}&um
More Prep Marian High M
Fene »mgt« dehao! (SHS). has - qujoyd ks prasoqitot
Comments from the Judges:

o} ,;Wﬂmﬂ v a A}ﬂmg Mudie,  Coert
STRENGTHS
Used good ‘advocacy : aj qmm‘.; W} duwd T .

voice” and a professional

tone '
\
«  Presented alternative Adwtd W &%ﬂw M M

views for a solution

WEAKNESSES '#WW.M‘MW.& .

Poor or simplistic organi- :
zation LDIRM M a AWB Lartent Meh.'/lﬂ.u'_l
+  Inability to present all ned” Y0 Cante

sides completely Mm M%

. ﬁvu%..- lty , rchesta. iuthussin, da ;" Yool
o vty o pseh .. pranivg L gos s
Mo pouin Conesh . e Hhoudd Sgue Maked
plassing -in. Studbec-awd ot Maach.”

Yol e W.M g o o,
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3A/4A Editorial, cont.
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3A/4A Editorial Writing, cont.
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SA/6A Editorial Writing

P

) : f the winning entry
Thrs, week, “grool admirstrators rpde—fee arrewnced Jack Lopez of Mill Valley
%? Jecrnimn 72 Cavicel He Seniee Corcert -, bzl oS High School

anyf :m.’?}a "—-»Mmfaj’ Jﬁﬂr‘ gr;j}‘!ﬂ% f'q'?a}x f“l—; c,,-}f;-.-uj, ,ég.{-—.awam,f
e :’aia‘:a"f"c: [Bates,. A’fﬁmpﬁh Fhe atmivstation elds
the Ulfimale aubbonty, be comced - which bos bezn a STRENGTHS

Comments from the Judges:
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1A /2A Yearbook Sports Writing

the winning entry
Holly Stegall of Troy High
School

Comments from the Judges:

STRENGTHS
e Strong organization |
¢ Presented the story in-

formatively and impar-

tially

WEAKNESSES

 Editorialized

¢ Generalized

¢ Unsubstantiated impli-
cations

¢ Weak and rushed end-
ings
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1A /2A Yearbook Sports, cont.
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3A/4A Yearbook Sports Writing

the winning entry : ) .
Mikaela Bennett of Bonner ! ak Ma\ oo fn VA4, Ve (E‘n ‘LE L té ;}g s ax—oich Cvondy 'J]
Springs High School et Swnllouese Magh amd GoXlewn (ol MaddLabon

Comments from the Judges: W ﬂll'r'n WAL Ve Lonad g W on ok, .-
STRENGTHS ST ; i 1
» Mention this year’s Lok Vuwhofnson, o S8, W wud done o T ddketoe
rivalry developments ddbeads albex oo booMonll qomes | W6 MW LS Vna e SUnmol
very ear; f . . P o
. Useyactinverbs and are H-u,u\ wads  ta 13'4,'5"4-"-* LUASIR " VAR (THL (8. VAR A1 d \A J\i{\ 1
creative with telling a
dull story | @ . PN, TRl B A 3 v D | 0 TR ok
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gurgitated writing
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SA/ 6A Yearbook Sports Writing

the winning entry
Regina Yan of Shawnee
I Mission South High
P | School

o B Comments from the Judges:

STRENGTHS

e “Vandalism” in lead
paragraph

¢ Interesting language

* Relatively short para-
graphs

¢ Good transitions

WEAKNESSES

e Simply re-stated facts
from the background
info

¢ Used every quote from
background

¢ Inaccurate information
¢ Poor organization
e Mis-use of words
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S5A /6A Yearbook Sports, cont.
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S5A /6A Yearbook Sports, cont.
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1A/2A Academics Photo

the winning entry
Katelynn Hiebert of
Canton-Galva High
School

Comments from the Judges:

STRENGTHS

¢ Interesting subjects
* Good story ideas

* Good composition

WEAKNESSES

¢ Not respecting composi-
tion rules

e Not using DOF to address
busy backgrounds
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3A/4A Academics Photo

- ﬂ the winning entry

Jaci Ross of Humboldt High
School

Comments from the Judges:

STRENGTHS

* Good composition

¢ Interesting use of ele-
ments/crop/angle, color

¢ Captures mood/interac-

tion
WEAKNESSES
¢ Nothing excels im-
age-wise

¢ Too documentary
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SA/6A Academics Photo

the winning entry
Elizabeth Kane of Wichita
East High School

Comments from the Judges:

STRENGTHS
e Action, good exposure,
strong composition

WEAKNESSES

* Boring subject, noise,
distracting elements, too
dark
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1A/3A Advertising

the winning entry
Jennifer Switzer of Chase
County Junior/Senior
High School

Comments from the Judges:

STRENGTHS

¢ Focused content and
smart design choices

e Ambition and effort -
this was most important

¢ A sense of what would
grab one’s attention

WEAKNESSES
¢ Alack of ambition and
effort

e Apathy toward the proj-
ect which made the ads
feel ashamed to exist

¢ Competing elements,
incorrect or missing info

Banners Uniforms

Embroidery Trophies/Plaques

Screenprinting Promotional Items

Open 6 days/week 512 Self Drive
8a.m.-5p.m. Clinton, KS
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3A/4A Advertising

the winning entry
Kelsey Wheeler of Bonner
Springs High School

Comments from the Judges:

STRENGTHS
¢ Good spatial layout skills
¢ Good Focal points

WEAKNESSES

* Poor color choices

« Poor font choices

¢ No Focus or confused
Focus

Ourn Sermices A @%@m 3

& Sgreen Printing turnaround P =

Fom Embl‘ﬂid&l'ﬁ' om all orders. CEIEhI'ﬂ.ﬂIlg‘

& Hanmngsr

bspasriol 20 Years of

+ Trophies/Plagques Service!
\¥===IH?T{HI-==‘?

Located at 512 Self Drive, Clinton | Open six days per week, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. | 685-213-2567

N off on any order! £

For all Sunfilower High School students and staff membhers.
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SA/6A Advertising

LOGO CK

A SCREENPRINTING

A emarsenice | 48-HOUR
2“ inthe Clinton | TURNAROUND
community ON ALL ORDERS

the winning entry
Kailey Curtis of Pittsburg
High School

Comments from the Judges:

STRENGTHS

¢ Good use of graphics and
color

¢ Some had good use of
simplicity

WEAKN ESSES
Some unbalanced

¢ No headline or state-
ment of benefit

¢ Some were busy
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1A/23A Headline Writing

the winning entry
Alissa Satterfield of
Burrton High School
Comments from the Judges:
STRENGTHS
¢ Descriptive headlines
with strong verbs
¢ Understanding of gram-
mar
¢ Described the stories
well
WEAKNESSES
¢ Didn’t follow instruc-
tions
e Didn’t fill headline space
correctly
e Had factual error, mis-
spellings in headlines

Headline #1
School develops first:time nurse position

Angeala Sweeny not only takes on physical health-related needs but also mental

Headline #2
Tougher parking policy 4&7 being enforced

Siudents will be fined hundreds of dollare for having theirvahickes in

Headline #3

Internal investigation reveals families
using false addresses to enroll at SHS

Headline #4
ACT science part isfmost challenging for pupils
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3A/4A Headline Writing

the winning entry
Rebecca Wendt of Chanute
High School

Comments from the Judges:

Nurse provides healthy addition to staff STRENGTHS

Sweeny hired in accordance with the'fulilment of district's 2012-16 Strategic Plan *  Good news judgement of
what the important part
of story was to use in

p—— A el } headline
. . o 5 _xh \E
Stricter parking policies in tow Lor students ¢ o™ umaxnmsss
Violators face fines of up to 5200 for parking in msltﬂrsf and teachers'@arking lots *  Not followmg contest C.h-
rections - no subhead in

\;,{ gt il ﬂ1 Aot wrnd 4 e Lelleoe graphic headline, using

v '; school name in headline
Daws /14 players used false addresses,

[3 team members still under i investigation

Hands-on learning would boost science scores

Alum-ufills dream, eams chance to compete for runway show
Alumna
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SA/6A Headline Writing

the winning entry
Andie Beene of Olathe
South High School New nurse assigned for upcoming year

Comments from the Judges: Appointed physician replacing administrator to handle physical and mental health
STRENGTHS . . ~
- Strong wording and good Improper parking gets new punishment

grammar Cars violating policy to be towed; students {ake sides about new disciplinary action
WEAKNESSES ) . )
+  Poor grammar, not fol- Investigation of football players

lowing directions

leads to discovery of address fraud

ACT science scores display need for reform

. FASIONING
10 Ay Driams

Sunflower High graduate pursues aspirations,
thrives in fashion industry
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1A /2A Infographics

the winning entry
Faith Kenyon of Hill City
High School

Comments from the Judges:

STRENGTHS

¢ Focused on telling one
key aspect of story
graphically
Accurate
Visually cohesive

U.S. bubblegum sales drop 11% in 4 years.
26% of 175 Sunflower High students
surveyed no longer chew gum. Why not?

WEAKNESSES
Too busy visually
Too many different fonts
Poor spelling/style usage

Cost

Wearing Braces

Teachers Say No

No Flavor

Like Other Chewy Snacks
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3A/4A Infographics

the winning entry
Daniel Meija of Bonner
Springs High School

Comments from the Judges:

STRENGTHS
Attention to detail -
including all numbers to
add up to 100%
Creative layout
Uncluttered design
that’s easy to follow

WEAKNESSES

e Spelling errors
Missing details
Inaccurate headlines and
summaries
Less creative design
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SA/6A Infographics

SITUATION

GUM SALES CONTINUE T0 DECREASE SUNFLOWER HIGH
STUDEMTS: GIVE THEIR INPUT ON WHY

TOP REASONSY,  §1% SAY.....ccccccmsmersurssinrncesCOST

16% SAY.....coooooviivienennnnn. BRAACES
14% sav........ TEACHERS DONT ALLOW T
13% sAY..............LDOSES FLAMOR FAST

GUM 16% shv....................OTHER OPTIONS

THOSE FEW THAT CHEW GUM:

OREIT OF THOSE TRAT CHEW GEM SAY THAT
. TRIDENT THEY CHEW GUM
i ECAIPSE
T EIPERBUBILE AN ACOTENAL (- SAY THAT THEY CHEW

BID LEABUE CHEW

., Pinpointing the Problem: Nationwide

1%

the winning entry
Ali Lohr of Olathe North-
west High School
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1A /2A Newspaper Design

the winning entry
Alissa Wells of Chase Coun-
ty Junior/Senior High
School

March 12, 2014

Comments from the Judges:

STRENGTHS

e Didn’t try and fit all
elements on page- chose
most important

e Good use of typeface and
space on the page

WEAKNESSES

* Elements touching each
other (not adequate
spacing)

e Useofclip art
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3A/4A Newspaper Design

pril 21, 2014
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the winning entry
Hannah Johnson of
Andover Central High
School

Comments from the Judges:

STRENGTHS

e Great use of color, often
an extra graphic (side-
bar, enlarged quote, etc.)

¢ Eye-catching layout

WEAKNESSES

¢ Often inconsistent (too
many colors, different
fonts, ete.)

¢ Not many extra graph-
ics: just story and photos
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SA/6A Newspaper Design

the winning entry
Meredith Johnson of Blue
Valley Northwest

Comments from the Judges:

STRENGTHS

e Added something extra
* Balance

¢ Easytoread

WEAKNESSES

* Too many photos

¢ Didn’t showcase the
article (the point of a
newspaper!)

¢ Too much/too little white
space
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1A /23A Photo Illustration

the winning entry Comments from the Judges:
Kandace Griffin of Chase County Junior/Senior High
School STRENGTHS

e Great composition to convey storyline
¢ Good layout and font choices
* Great photo quality and subject matter

WEAKNESSES
¢ Notext

* No focus to subject matter or storyline
¢ Poor layout

simply better :: 2014 kspa, state contest winning entries :: page 59



the winning entry
Madison Dispensa of Chanute High School

3A /4A Photo Illustration

Comments from the Judges:

STRENGTHS

The best entries used well-framed, cleanly composed
photos

They balanced relevant text with clean design and didn’t
use text when it wasn’t needed

They clearly addressed the topic and involved multiple
creative elements

WEAKNESSES

The weaker entries were overly heavy on text and did
not balance the use of text against the photo

Some entries lacked visual contrast, while others had too
many elements

Some entries lacked creativity

Others would not pair well with an objective news story
on the topic given
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SA /6A Photo Illustration

the winning entry
Brittny Korte of Kapaun Mt. Carmel High School
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1A /2A Sports Photography
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the winning entry
Brittany Dinkel of Ellis High School

Comments from the Judges:

STRENGTHS
* Tack sharp focus
e Solid compositing and cropping

WEAKNESSES

* Cropping was the biggest issue, usually shots could have
been cropped tighter to focus more on the action
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3A/4A Sports Photography
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the winning entry Comments from the Judges:
Jacob Milham of Rock Creek High School
STRENGTHS
* Excellent exposure control, perfect focus and awareness
of depth of field

Perfect decisive moment timing

WEAKNESSES

¢ (Cliche’d moments, missed timing, weaker cropping or
exposure control
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S5A/6A Sports Photography

the winning entry Comments from the Judges:
Goldia Kitech of Shawnee Mission North High School
STRENGTHS
* (Clear, engaging action shots, paired with well written
cutlines
WEAKNESSES

¢ Grainy, boring and lacking context
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1A/23A Student Life Photo

the winning entry
Kasady Smith of Sterling High School

Comments from the Judges:

STRENGTHS

e Unique angles

¢ Sharp focus

* Really captured the moment of the event

WEAKNESSES
¢ Lack of focus

¢ Interesting pictures but didn’t depict student life
*  Weak contrast/cropping
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3A/4A Student Life Photo

the winning entry
Sydney Breault of Circle
High School

Comments from the Judges: |

STRENGTHS
¢  Good use of depth-of-field
¢ Interesting angles

WEAKNESSES
* Dark exposures
¢ Uninteresting moments
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SA/6A Student Life Photo

the winning entry
Alexis Banzet of Wichita East High School

Comments from the Judges:

STRENGTHS

¢ Showing groups rather than individuals in clear
school-oriented settings

e Sharp focus, clean background, good lighting
WEAKNESSES

* Single, individual activities
* Low or dark exposure
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1A /2A Yearbook Layout

the winning entry Comments from the Judges:
Erika Kufahl of Onaga High School
STRENGTHS

¢ (lear dominant, use of the grid, some attempt at
whitespace

WEAKNESSES

¢ Nothing dominant, poor caption placement, no grid use
* Too much on one spread
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3A/4A Yearbook Layout
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the winning entry Comments from the Judges:
Taylor Shelbey of Bonner Springs High School
STRENGTHS
* Nicely organized, design elements added to the story
being told in the photos

¢ Ido wish more people experimented with creative use of

white space

WEAKNESSES

* Design elements did not relate to story in any way...just

added something else to look at
* Type in headers was not used creatively
* No flow to the design...too blocky
e Didn’t follow directions
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5A/6A Yearbook Layout
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the winning entry
Riley Miller of Salina Central High School
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1A /2A Yearbook Theme

n ﬂﬁtﬁ Hiﬁh Sanool

the winning entry
Julia Gormley of Canton-Galva High School

Comments from the Judges:

STRENGTHS
¢ Very clean, modern layouts
* No distracting fonts and effective use of whitespace

* Graphics were clear and were easily grouped without
needing to read anything

WEAKNESSES

¢ Looked like they were from 1997
¢ Lots of weird, distracting fonts.

e Abstract use of color

¢  Great blurb of text
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1A /A yearbook theme, cont.

page 72 :: simply better :: 2014 kspa state contest winning entries



3A/4A Yearbook Theme
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the winning entry Comments from the Judges:
Delaney Owen & Maddi Zimmer of Andover Central High
School STRENGTHS

¢ Professional look
* (lean graphics and excellent theme incorporation for
design

WEAKNESSES

* Images were unclear, busy look, theme development was
very obvious or even seemed lazy
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3A/4A yearbook theme, cont.
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S5A/6A yearbook theme
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the winning entry Comments from the Judges:
Afton Apodaca of Shawnee Mission East High School
STRENGTHS
* Demonstration of theme
* Explanation of concept/theme and why it matters
* Graphics well-executed, often bold and sometimes taking
calculated risks

WEAKNESSES

¢ Weaker photographic examples

* Did not hold together for all pages

e Were more concerned with graphic detail (decor) than
the concept
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5A /6A yearbook theme, cont.
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All Classes: Video News

the winning entries
1A/2A :: Alex Snovelle of Chase County Junior/Senior High
School
3A/4A :: Cameron McGough of Silver Lake High School
5A/6A :: Maridee Weber of Mill Valley High School

Comments from the Judges:

STRENGTHS

¢ Creativity

* Thinking about how the story will work with creative
elements

¢ Nice use of natural sound

* Good open that pulls viewer in with natural sound and
good video

* Using sequences

* A creative stand up that made sense

¢ Concentrating on one character

WEAKNESSES

¢ Poor audio

e Poor framing

* Poor knowledge of what they are covering
e Hide the mic cable

e Audio hard to hear

¢ Isaw a lot of reports, but not stories

e Video not white balanced

e Hide the mic cables

Wasnan SLbalaitic Frwss LSS igT

Design: Eric Thomas, KSPA executive director
Compilation: Barbara Sutterfield, KSPA administrative assistant
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