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simply 
better.
the winning entries 
from the kspa state contest
lawrence, kansas
may 2014  

2014 SWEEPSTAKES WINNERS
• 6A champion: Lawrence High School
• 5A champion: Mill Valley High School
• 4A champion: Bonner Springs High School
• 3A champion: Humboldt High School
• 2A champion: Canton-Galva High School
• 1A champion: Doniphan West High School

Please note that judges’ comments are provided when 
possible. The comments apply to the category overall, and not 
necessarily the winning entry that is showcased on the page. 

Please excuse any mistakes in spelling or accuracy of winners. 
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1A/2A Copy Editing
the winning entry 

Jessica Lewis of 
Burlingame High School

Comments from the Judges: 

STRENGTHS
• Caught almost all the 

picky stuff
• Asked good questions 

about missing info
• Took out opinion and 

redundancies

WEAKNESSES
• Mishandled quotes
• Poor punctuation
• Left in extra words and 

opinionated statements
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3A/4A Copy Editing
the winning entry 

Kelsea Burns of DeSoto 
High School

Comments from the Judges: 

STRENGTHS
• Opinions removed - 

example: “extremely 
harsh” guidelines

• Punctuation and gram-
mar errors were consis-
tently and accurately 
addressed - especially 
minor errors - example: 
“she” vs. “her” in 3rd 
paragraph from end

• More “active voice” - ex-
ample: reworded 1st full 
paragraph

• Concise-removed ex-
traneous words-revised 
with more impacting 
choices

WEAKNESSES
• Didn’t catch basic gram-

mar/spelling errors
• Did not use editing sym-

bols consistently
• Was not thorough
• Didn’t take advantage of 

opportunities to edit for 
greater readability and 
impact 
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the winning entry 
Andie Beene of Olathe 

South High School

Comments from the Judges: 

STRENGTHS
• Good grasp of sentence 

construction and punc-
tuation

• Ability to spot holes or 
problems

• Ability to think criti-
cally about content and 
meaning

WEAKNESSES
• Inadequate understand-

ing of grammar, style and 
punctuation

• Need to question content 
more thoroughly

• A tendency to insert ma-
terial into quotes

• Failure to tighten writ-
ing 

5A/6A Copy Editing
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the winning entry 
Caleb Hendricks of Sterling 

High School

Comments from the Judges: 

STRENGTHS
• Stronger, more meaning-

ful leads 
• More interesting word 

choice
• Greater creativity in 

writing

WEAKNESSES
• They showed almost no 

knowledge of quote style 
the weakest seemed 
opinionated/editorial-
ized

1A/2A Newspaper Sports Writing
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the winning entry 
Lexie Wasinger of Thomas 

More Prep Marian High 
School

Comments from the Judges: 

STRENGTHS
• Got right to the point 

about the proposed con-
ference changes

3A/4A Newspaper Sports Writing
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3A/4A Sports Writing, cont.
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5A/6A Newspaper Sports Writing
the winning entry 

Marieah Campbell of 
Shawnee Mission West 
High School

Comments from the Judges: 

STRENGTHS
• Strong lead
• Reason for the change
• Proper use of quotes
• Short paragraphs
• Outcome is clear

WEAKNESSES
• Weak lead
• Put everything (quotes, 

every aspect of story) in 
the article

• Spelling
• Incorrect grammar
• Incorrect informa-

tion 
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5A/6A News Sports Writing, cont.
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the winning entry 
Braden Grossman of Troy High School

1A/2A Editorial Cartoon
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Comments from the Judges: 

STRENGTHS
• Followed the assignment’s instructions
• Went beyond simply re-stating the story, had a message 

or commentary
• Better composition
• Better illustration quality

WEAKNESSES
• Didn’t follow instructions
• Tried to illustrate the story literally without any creative 

angle or message
• Some were to sketch-like, as if not worked on beyond 

draft stage  

the winning entry 
Isabella Footh of Phillipsburg High School

3A/4A Editorial Cartoon
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the winning entry 
Alex Delker of Olathe South High School

5A/6A Editorial Cartoon
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the winning entry 
Sarah Mick of Ellis High 

School

Comments from the Judges: 

STRENGTHS
• Interesting leads that 

really drew me into the 
story

• Endings that displayed 
proud feelings towards 
DECA

• Great use of sources, 
quotes and information

• Good knowledge of AP 
style

WEAKNESSES
• Lack of sources and 

quotes
• Hard to read/follow 

paragraphs
• Generic, repetitive leads, 

not following AP style

1A/2A Yearbook Copy Writing
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the winning entry 
Katie Lair of Chanute High 

School

Comments from the Judges: 

STRENGTHS
• They led with the nation-

al award
• They interspersed quota-

tions and descriptions

WEAKNESSES
• They were good - but 

they seemed like en-
cyclopedia entries on 
DECA. They listed facts 
rather than creating a 
story

3A/4A Yearbook Copy Writing
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3A/4A Yearbook Copy, cont.
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the winning entry 
Sarah Neel of Blue Valley 

Northwest High School

Comments from the Judges: 

STRENGTHS
• Good organization, use of 

detail and strong leads

WEAKNESSES
• Taking a long time to get 

to important details (or 
omitting them) to sloppy 
story progression

5A/6A Yearbook Copy Writing



simply better :: 2014 kspa state contest winning entries :: page 17 

5A/6A Yearbook Copy, cont.
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the winning entry 
Heidee Prosser of Kiowa 

High School

Comments from the Judges: 

STRENGTHS
• They consistently 

brought the focus to SHS 
(Sunflower High) in the 
story

• They creatively used the 
lead to grab the reader’s 
attention, and don’t cut 
and paste information 
word-for-word from the 
“background” section

WEAKNESSES
• Little style, grammar, 

spelling, etc., mistakes
• Lack of a focus on SHS
• Organizational issues 
• Incorrect facts, editori-

alizing

1A/2A Feature Writing
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1A/2A Feature Writing, cont.
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the winning entry 
Meredith Bartley of Rose 

Hill

Comments from the Judges: 

STRENGTHS
• Strong lead: establish-

ing Who, What, When, 
Where, and Why 

• Some creativity in pre-
senting info

• Strong informational 
paragraphs`

• Logical flow of informa-
tion

• Good grammar-punctua-
tion-spelling

WEAKNESSES
• Week leads - not present-

ing the facts correctly
• Poor grammar-punctua-

tion-spelling
• Disorganized/illogical 

flow
• Editorialize

3A/4A Feature Writing
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3A/4A Feature Writing
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5A/6A Feature Writing
the winning entry 

Zia Kelly of Lawrence High 
School

Comments from the Judges: 

STRENGTHS
• True feature leads with 

vivid images compelled 
the reader to be interest-
ed in the story

• Very strong use of good 
spelling, grammar 
and punctuation in all 
entries

WEAKNESSES
• Leads were stilted, aca-

demic, or took too long 
to get into the story

• Too many “to be” verbs 
or sentences starting 
“There is” or “There 
are.”
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5A/6A Feature Writing
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1A/2A News Writing
the winning entry 

Kori Meyer of Onaga High 
School

Comments from the Judges: 

STRENGTHS
• Strong leads that imme-

diately told the cancella-
tion news (of a 25-year 
tradition)

• Good Organization that 
grouped: 1-the multiple 
reasons for the cancel-
lation and 2-the various 
reactions to it, sup-
ported by appropriate 
quotes.

WEAKNESSES
• Buried the cancellation 

news deeper in the story
• Misspellings and weak 

grammar and punctua-
tion

• Long paragraphs
• Some school boosterism 

(editorializing)
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the winning entry 
Shelby Mata of Bonner 

Springs High School 

Comments from the Judges: 

STRENGTHS
• Led with cancelling “25-

year tradition” in first 
paragraph

• Followed soon with 
official statement from 
administration

• Did not confuse sources’ 
positions; For example, 
staff quotes were not 
attributed as adminis-
tration comments

• Placed context (what 
was provided) around 
and after quotes

WEAKNESSES
• Met few or any of above 

standards
• Attributed opinions to 

sources that might not 
be theirs and were not 
documented

• Were either too PR-esque 
in explaining adminis-
tration decision, or too 
critical

• Wrong information or 
assumptions reported as 
facts

3A/4A News Writing
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3A/4A News Writing
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the winning entry 
Hannah Schroeder of 

Salina Central High 
School 

Comments from the Judges: 

STRENGTHS
• Strong organization and 

structure
• Easy to read and follow

WEAKNESSES
• Poor grammar and punc-

tuation, organization 
and generally lacked 
understanding of News 
Writing

5A/6A News Writing
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5A/6A News Writing, cont.
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5A/6A News Writing, cont.
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the winning entry 
Breanna Meier of Lincoln 

High School 

Comments from the Judges: 

STRENGTHS
• Present tense
• Stuck to the facts

WEAKNESSES
• Made assumptions
• Spelling errors of names
• Didn’t use quotes or 

weren’t appropriately 
selective of quotes 

1A/2A Cutline Writing
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the winning entry 
Abby Liudahl of Chanute 

High School 

Comments from the Judges: 

STRENGTHS
• Fluidity, proper punctua-

tion, creativity
• Active voice was great in 

Strongest. Also, quotes 
had nice introductions

WEAKNESSES
• Passive voice
• Lack of fluidity
• Spelling errors
• Incorrect use of words. 

Made up words.
• Improper punctuation
• Dialogue tags 

3A/4A Cutline Writing
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the winning entry 
Megan Curry of Andover 

High School

Comments from the Judges: 

STRENGTHS
• Simple, complete writing
• Varying sentence struc-

ture

WEAKNESSES
• Misspelled “Jaimie”
• Just repeated info pre-

sented
• Didn’t include de-

tails 

5A/6A Cutline Writing
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the winning entry 
Ashley Tubach of Chase 

County Junior/Senior 
High School 

Comments from the Judges: 

STRENGTHS
• Lead with use of advoca-

cy “voice”
• Well written with alter-

native solutions present-
ed

WEAKNESSES
• Lack of clarity
• Overly passionate/per-

sonal

1A/2A Editorial Writing



page 34 :: simply better :: 2014 kspa state contest winning entries

the winning entry 
Owen Toepher of Thomas 

More Prep Marian High 
School

Comments from the Judges: 

STRENGTHS
• Used good “advocacy 

voice” and a professional 
tone

• Presented alternative 
views for a solution

WEAKNESSES
• Poor or simplistic organi-

zation
• Inability to present all 

sides completely

3A/4A Editorial
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3A/4A Editorial, cont.
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3A/4A Editorial Writing, cont.
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the winning entry 
Jack Lopez of Mill Valley 

High School

Comments from the Judges: 

STRENGTHS
• Tightly organized
• Offered alternatives
• Appropriate language
• Concise opening
• Good Resolution/closing
• “Above the Fray”
• Avoided emotion
• Balance and Fair to all
• Maturity

WEAKNESSES
• Read more like a news 

story than an editorial
• Too long and poorly 

argues logic 
• One-sided view
• Used all the quotes
• Didn’t get all their facts 

straight

5A/6A Editorial Writing
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the winning entry 
Holly Stegall of Troy High 

School

Comments from the Judges: 

STRENGTHS
• Strong organization
• Presented the story in-

formatively and impar-
tially

WEAKNESSES
• Editorialized
• Generalized
• Unsubstantiated impli-

cations
• Weak and rushed end-

ings 

1A/2A Yearbook Sports Writing
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1A/2A Yearbook Sports, cont.



page 40 :: simply better :: 2014 kspa state contest winning entries

3A/4A Yearbook Sports Writing
the winning entry 

Mikaela Bennett of Bonner 
Springs High School

Comments from the Judges: 

STRENGTHS
• Mention this year’s 

rivalry developments 
very early

• Use active verbs and are 
creative with telling a 
dull story

• Concise; to the point
• Smooth, natural, un-re-

gurgitated writing

WEAKNESSES
• Use quotes from Crutch-

field, Collins, Harper
• Talk about what Sports 

are considered for the 
victory bell

• Have more than 3 quot-
ed sources
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the winning entry 
Regina Yan of Shawnee 

Mission South High 
School

Comments from the Judges: 

STRENGTHS
• “Vandalism” in lead 

paragraph
• Interesting language
• Relatively short para-

graphs
• Good transitions

WEAKNESSES
• Simply re-stated facts 

from the background 
info

• Used every quote from 
background

• Inaccurate information
• Poor organization
• Mis-use of words

5A/6A Yearbook Sports Writing
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5A/6A Yearbook Sports, cont.



simply better :: 2014 kspa state contest winning entries :: page 43 

5A/6A Yearbook Sports, cont.
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the winning entry 
Katelynn Hiebert of 

Canton-Galva High 
School

Comments from the Judges: 

STRENGTHS
• Interesting subjects
• Good story ideas
• Good composition

WEAKNESSES
• Not respecting composi-

tion rules
• Not using DOF to address 

busy backgrounds

1A/2A Academics Photo
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the winning entry 
Jaci Ross of Humboldt High 

School

Comments from the Judges: 

STRENGTHS
• Good composition
• Interesting use of ele-

ments/crop/angle, color
• Captures mood/interac-

tion

WEAKNESSES
• Nothing excels im-

age-wise
• Too documentary 

3A/4A Academics Photo
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the winning entry 
Elizabeth Kane of Wichita 

East High School

Comments from the Judges: 

STRENGTHS
• Action, good exposure, 

strong composition

WEAKNESSES
• Boring subject, noise, 

distracting elements, too 
dark

5A/6A Academics Photo
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the winning entry 
Jennifer Switzer of Chase 

County Junior/Senior 
High School

Comments from the Judges: 

STRENGTHS
• Focused content and 

smart design choices
• Ambition and effort - 

this was most important
• A sense of what would 

grab one’s attention

WEAKNESSES
• A lack of ambition and 

effort
• Apathy toward the proj-

ect which made the ads 
feel ashamed to exist

• Competing elements, 
incorrect or missing info

1A/2A Advertising
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the winning entry 
Kelsey Wheeler of Bonner 

Springs High School 

Comments from the Judges: 

STRENGTHS
• Good spatial layout skills
• Good Focal points

WEAKNESSES
• Poor color choices
• Poor font choices
• No Focus or confused 

Focus

3A/4A Advertising
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the winning entry 
Kailey Curtis of Pittsburg 

High School

Comments from the Judges: 

STRENGTHS
• Good use of graphics and 

color
• Some had good use of 

simplicity

WEAKNESSES
• Some unbalanced
• No headline or state-

ment of benefit
• Some were busy

5A/6A Advertising
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1A/2A Headline Writing
the winning entry 

Alissa Satterfield of 
Burrton High School

Comments from the Judges: 

STRENGTHS
• Descriptive headlines 

with strong verbs
• Understanding of gram-

mar
• Described the stories 

well

WEAKNESSES
• Didn’t follow instruc-

tions
• Didn’t fill headline space 

correctly
• Had factual error, mis-

spellings in headlines
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3A/4A Headline Writing
the winning entry 

Rebecca Wendt of Chanute 
High School

Comments from the Judges: 

STRENGTHS
• Good news judgement of 

what the important part 
of story was to use in 
headline

WEAKNESSES
• Not following contest di-

rections - no subhead in 
graphic headline, using 
school name in headline
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5A/6A Headline Writing
the winning entry 

Andie Beene of Olathe 
South High School

Comments from the Judges: 

STRENGTHS
• Strong wording and good 

grammar

WEAKNESSES
• Poor grammar, not fol-

lowing directions
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the winning entry 
Faith Kenyon of Hill City 

High School

Comments from the Judges: 

STRENGTHS
• Focused on telling one 

key aspect of story 
graphically

• Accurate
• Visually cohesive

WEAKNESSES
• Too busy visually
• Too many different fonts
• Poor spelling/style usage

1A/2A Infographics
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the winning entry 
Daniel Meija of Bonner 

Springs High School

Comments from the Judges: 

STRENGTHS
• Attention to detail - 

including all numbers to 
add up to 100%

• Creative layout
• Uncluttered design 

that’s easy to follow

WEAKNESSES
• Spelling errors
• Missing details
• Inaccurate headlines and 

summaries
• Less creative design

3A/4A Infographics
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the winning entry 
Ali Lohr of Olathe North-

west High School

5A/6A Infographics
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1A/2A Newspaper Design
the winning entry 

Alissa Wells of Chase Coun-
ty Junior/Senior High 
School

Comments from the Judges: 

STRENGTHS
• Didn’t try and fit all 

elements on page- chose 
most important

• Good use of typeface and 
space on the page

WEAKNESSES
• Elements touching each 

other (not adequate 
spacing)

• Use of clip art
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the winning entry 
Hannah Johnson of 

Andover Central High 
School

Comments from the Judges: 

STRENGTHS
• Great use of color, often 

an extra graphic (side-
bar, enlarged quote, etc.)

• Eye-catching layout

WEAKNESSES
• Often inconsistent (too 

many colors, different 
fonts, etc.)

• Not many extra graph-
ics: just story and photos

3A/4A Newspaper Design
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5A/6A Newspaper Design
the winning entry 

Meredith Johnson of Blue 
Valley Northwest

Comments from the Judges: 

STRENGTHS
• Added something extra
• Balance
• Easy to read

WEAKNESSES
• Too many photos
• Didn’t showcase the 

article (the point of a 
newspaper!)

• Too much/too little white 
space
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Comments from the Judges: 

STRENGTHS
• Great composition to convey storyline
• Good layout and font choices
• Great photo quality and subject matter

WEAKNESSES
• No text
• No focus to subject matter or storyline
• Poor layout

the winning entry 
Kandace Griffin of Chase County Junior/Senior High 

School

1A/2A Photo Illustration
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Comments from the Judges: 

STRENGTHS
• The best entries used well-framed, cleanly composed 

photos
• They balanced relevant text with clean design and didn’t 

use text when it wasn’t needed
• They clearly addressed the topic and involved multiple 

creative elements

WEAKNESSES
• The weaker entries were overly heavy on text and did 

not balance the use of text against the photo
• Some entries lacked visual contrast, while others had too 

many elements
• Some entries lacked creativity
• Others would not pair well with an objective news story 

on the topic given

the winning entry 
Madison Dispensa of Chanute High School

3A/4A Photo Illustration
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the winning entry 
Brittny Korte of Kapaun Mt. Carmel High School

5A/6A Photo Illustration
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Comments from the Judges: 

STRENGTHS
• Tack sharp focus
• Solid compositing and cropping

WEAKNESSES
• Cropping was the biggest issue, usually shots could have 

been cropped tighter to focus more on the action

the winning entry 
Brittany Dinkel of Ellis High School

1A/2A Sports Photography
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Comments from the Judges: 

STRENGTHS
• Excellent exposure control, perfect focus and awareness 

of depth of field
• Perfect decisive moment timing

WEAKNESSES
• Cliche’d moments, missed timing, weaker cropping or 

exposure control

the winning entry 
Jacob Milham of Rock Creek High School

3A/4A Sports Photography
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Comments from the Judges: 

STRENGTHS
• Clear, engaging action shots, paired with well written 

cutlines

WEAKNESSES
• Grainy, boring and lacking context

the winning entry 
Goldia Kitech of Shawnee Mission North High School

5A/6A Sports Photography
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Comments from the Judges: 

STRENGTHS
• Unique angles
• Sharp focus
• Really captured the moment of the event

WEAKNESSES
• Lack of focus
• Interesting pictures but didn’t depict student life
• Weak contrast/cropping

the winning entry 
Kasady Smith of Sterling High School

1A/2A Student Life Photo
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3A/4A Student Life Photo
the winning entry 

Sydney Breault of Circle 
High School 

Comments from the Judges: 

STRENGTHS
• Good use of depth-of-field
• Interesting angles

WEAKNESSES
• Dark exposures
• Uninteresting moments
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Comments from the Judges: 

STRENGTHS
• Showing groups rather than individuals in clear 

school-oriented settings
• Sharp focus, clean background, good lighting

WEAKNESSES
• Single, individual activities
• Low or dark exposure

the winning entry 
Alexis Banzet of Wichita East High School

5A/6A Student Life Photo
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Comments from the Judges: 

STRENGTHS
• Clear dominant, use of the grid, some attempt at 

whitespace

WEAKNESSES
• Nothing dominant, poor caption placement, no grid use
• Too much on one spread

the winning entry 
Erika Kufahl of Onaga High School

1A/2A Yearbook Layout
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Comments from the Judges: 

STRENGTHS
• Nicely organized, design elements added to the story 

being told in the photos
• I do wish more people experimented with creative use of 

white space

WEAKNESSES
• Design elements did not relate to story in any way...just 

added something else to look at
• Type in headers was not used creatively
• No flow to the design...too blocky
• Didn’t follow directions

the winning entry 
Taylor Shelbey of Bonner Springs High School

3A/4A Yearbook Layout
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the winning entry 
Riley Miller of Salina Central High School

5A/6A Yearbook Layout
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Comments from the Judges: 

STRENGTHS
• Very clean, modern layouts
• No distracting fonts and effective use of whitespace
• Graphics were clear and were easily grouped without 

needing to read anything

WEAKNESSES
• Looked like they were from 1997
• Lots of weird, distracting fonts.
• Abstract use of color
• Great blurb of text

the winning entry 
Julia Gormley of Canton-Galva High School

1A/2A Yearbook Theme
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1A/2A yearbook theme, cont.
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Comments from the Judges: 

STRENGTHS
• Professional look
• Clean graphics and excellent theme incorporation for 

design

WEAKNESSES
• Images were unclear, busy look, theme development was 

very obvious or even seemed lazy

the winning entry 
Delaney Owen & Maddi Zimmer of Andover Central High 

School

3A/4A Yearbook Theme
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3A/4A yearbook theme, cont.
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Comments from the Judges: 

STRENGTHS
• Demonstration of theme
• Explanation of concept/theme and why it matters
• Graphics well-executed, often bold and sometimes taking 

calculated risks

WEAKNESSES
• Weaker photographic examples
• Did not hold together for all pages
• Were more concerned with graphic detail (decor) than 

the concept

the winning entry 
Afton Apodaca of Shawnee Mission East High School

5A/6A yearbook theme
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5A/6A yearbook theme, cont.
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All Classes: Video News
the winning entries 

1A/2A :: Alex Snovelle of Chase County Junior/Senior High 
School

3A/4A :: Cameron McGough of Silver Lake High School
5A/6A :: Maridee Weber of Mill Valley High School

Comments from the Judges: 

STRENGTHS
• Creativity
• Thinking about how the story will work with creative 

elements
• Nice use of natural sound
• Good open that pulls viewer in with natural sound and 

good video
• Using sequences
• A creative stand up that made sense
• Concentrating on one character

WEAKNESSES
• Poor audio
• Poor framing
• Poor knowledge of what they are covering
• Hide the mic cable
• Audio hard to hear
• I saw a lot of reports, but not stories
• Video not white balanced
• Hide the mic cables  

Design: Eric Thomas, KSPA executive director
Compilation: Barbara Sutterfield, KSPA administrative assistant


